APPENDIX II

The Covenant of the League of Nations

THE COVENANT constitutes the first chapter of the Treaty of
Versailles. It is too long to be quoted in full. The following is a
brief summary of its twenty-six articles, together with some notes
thereon, which are placed within brackets.

1.  Membership of the League is confined to the forty-two
self-governing states or dominions mentioned by name in the
Covenant together with those afterwards elected by a two-thirds
majority of tie Assembly. Members may retire from the League
on giving two years' notice.

2.  The League shall act by means of an Assembly, a Council,
and a Secretariat.

3.  At the Assembly each member may have three represen-
tatives but one vote only. It may deal with any matter affecting
the peace or welfare of the world in general. [In practice, the
Assembly met once a year.]

4.  The Council was to consist of representatives of Great
Britain, France, Italy, Japan, and the United States (which
refused to join. At later dates Germany and Russia were ad-
mitted). These were permanent members. There were also to
be four temporary member states (subsequently six) elected by
the Assembly from time to time at its discretion.  Any other
state might send a representative when matters were to be dis-
cussed which specially affected its interests. [The Council met
three or four times a year.]

5.  Except on matters of procedure, all decisions of the Council
or the Assembly required a unanimous vote, except where
otherwise provided in the Covenant.

6.  The Secretariat shall consist of a Secretary-General (Sir
Eric Drumniond being nominated as the first holder of the post)
and' such staff as he may require.  [The staff was, so far as
possible, composed of citizens of all tie states belonging to the
League.]

7.  Geneva to be the headquarters of the League.

8.  Plans are to be drafted by the Council for the general
reduction of national armaments.  Members of the League
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